
The Two Gentlemen of Verona 1593 
 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE : 

 

DUKE OF MILAN, father to Silvia, the two Gentlemen: VALENTINE, 

PROTEUS, ANTONIO, father to Proteus, THURIO, a foolish rival to Valentine, 

EGLAMOUR, agent for Silvia in her escape, SPEED, a clownish servant to 

Valentine, LAUNCE, the like to Proteus, PANTHINO, servant to Antonio, Host, 

where Julia lodges in Milan, Outlaws, with Valentine, JULIA, a Lady of Verona,  

beloved of Proteus, LUCETTA, waiting-woman to Julia, SILVIA, the Duke’s 

daughter, beloved of Valentine, Servants, Musicians. 

 

The SCENE : Verona, Milan, the frontiers of Mantua. 

 

Comment: Youthful relations and exuberance coupled with an innate desire to 

rattle an Establishment determined to ensure that young men desirous of 

advancement ensured their acceptability by distinction at home and abroad after 

the acute failure of the Spanish Armada. Never mind the plot which is weak at 

best, but rocking the boat earns the play some approbation in the face of its critics, 

a lot of laughs, with some divine poetry intermingled. In short, a recipe for a good 

night out, in Shakespeare’s day, at least, spared the usual talk of drudgery, famine, 

disease, death and the occasional conflagration! David Akenhead 

 

Panthino advising his master, Antonio, about the shortcomings of his son, Proteus. 

‘He wondered that your lordship 

Would suffer him to spend his youth at home. 

While other men, of slender reputation  

Put forth their sons to see to seek preferment out: 

Some to the wars, to try their fortune there; 

Some to discover islands far away; 

Some to the studious universities. 

For any, or for all these exercises, 

He said that Proteus your son was meet’ 

 

‘For he was more than over shoes in love’ 

‘Home-keeping youth have ever homely wits’  

 

 

 



‘O! how this spring of love resembleth 

The uncertain glory of an April day, 

Which now shows all the beauty of the sun, 

And by and by a cloud takes all away!’ 

 

‘Or as one nail by strength drives out another, 

So the remembrance of my former love 

Is by a newer object quite forgotten’ 

 

‘Except I be by Silvia in the night, 

There is no music in the nightingale; 

Unless I look on Silvia in the day, 

There is no day for me to look upon.’ 

 

‘I fly not death, to fly his deadly doom: 

Tarry I here, I but attend on death; 

But, fly I hence, I fly away from life’ 

 

SPEED ‘Item: She can sew.’ 

LAUNCE ‘That’s as much as to say, Can she so?’ 

SPEED ‘Here follow her vices.’ 

LAUNCE Close at the heels of her virtues. 

SPEED ‘Item: She is not to be kiss’d fasting, in respect of her breath.’ 

LAUNCE Well, that fault may be mended by a breakfast. Read on. 

SPEED ‘Item, She hath a sweet mouth.’ 

LAUNCE That makes amends for her sour breath. 

SPEED ‘Item: She doth talk in her sleep.’ 

LAUNCE It’s no matter for that, so she sleep not in her talk. 

SPEED ‘Item: She is slow in words.’ 

LAUNCE O villain, that set this down among her vices! To be slow in words is a 

woman’s only virtue: I pray thee, out with’t, and place it for her chief virtue. (‘least 

said soonest mended!’ Women are shrewd as The Taming of is explicit, ditto 

Merchant! Both holding the cards closest to their chests in both senses! David A.) 

etcetera! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now to the story line courtesy of  John Goodwin RSC 

 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona tells of the changing fortunes of two friends, 

Valentine and Proteus. Valentine loves Silvia; Proteus loves Julia. Proteus 

becomes infatuated with Silvia, thus betraying his friendship with Valentine. 

Parallel to the adventures of these two gentlemen run the adventures of their two 

servants, Speed and Launce, and Launce’s dog, Crab. In the end, the bond of 

friendship between Valentine and Proteus is reaffirmed, and they are united with 

their original love-partners. 

 

Whatever its shortcomings as a story, the play has wit, some lovely verse, a fresh 

experimental style, and one immortal lyric, “Who is Silvia, What is she?” (That all 

our swains commend her?) 

 

There are, too, Launce’s comic and touching soliloquies about his deplorable and 

loved mongrel. Crab. 

 

But to audiences familiar with Shakespeare, the play’s main fascination lies in the 

way it contains the seeds of ideas, themes and characters that the dramatist was to 

make grow and flourish in later, more mature works: in, for instance, As You Like 

It, Twelfth Night, Romeo and Juliet and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Caryl 

Brahms puts this element in The Two Gentlemen beautifully. ‘A line here, and a 

situation there, speaks to the attentive heart like the voice of an old friend.’ 

 

Winners (qualification being just one correct answer) receive a non-transferable 

digital edition from any of the following former  27x27 Times Jumbo cryptic 

crossword publications, none exceeding 25 Jumbo crosswords published 

exclusively by David Akenhead under licence from Times Newspapers Limited 

UK for the duration of said licence. 

 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 1, Parts 1 and 2 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 2, Parts 1 and 2 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 3, Parts 1 and 2 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 4, Parts 1, 2, and 3 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 5, Parts 1 and 2 

The Times Jumbo Cryptic Crossword Book 6, Parts 1 and 2 

 

Rules: Sunday to Saturday challenge. 

Any number of correct entries permissible from any player at any time. 



Failed entries warrant a house entry for people to ponder. The Editor's decision for 

the most part is final. Material hitherto mentioned may appear in clues/solutions. 

David Akenhead, CEO Akenhead crosswords currently enjoying 446,923 visits at 

his Visits page on his website at crosswordsakenhead,com where there is a link to 

his crossword challenges: 

A joint copyrighted 27 x 27 digital Times Jumbo has to be a First in On-line 

crossword competitions generally thanks to AI, two individuals and Microsoft. 

 

 
 

 

 



Clues across: 

 

1.   Mid-ocean frolic by one such (8) 

5.   His monument in Dar es Salaam commemorates his sacrifice (6) 

9.   Hopeless in Hades (11) 

15. Rotten choice (5) 

16. Merchants abroad untraversed like Proteus? On the contrary! (9) 

18. Rodent killer (4,5) 

19. The bonds of marriage (9) 

20. Empirical formulae with a regrettable legacy, we hear! (9) 

21. Magna for certain rights, an essential crew member of 16 merchant-wise (7) 

22. In somewhere like Dar es Salaam, peacefully (5,2,6) 

24. A life on the ocean waves from the band of the Royal Marines (13) 

26. Rock my soul to sleep in the bosom of Abraham! (3,4) 

28. Three's a crowd of lefties (2-5) 

29. Washerwoman (9) 

32. Sprucing up for the fun of the fair! (7,5) 

34. A question of sentence or scholastic limitation (4,4) 

35. A side of the City (5) 

37. What is at stake personally for 17 dicing with death . . .  (1,3,4,4,4) 

39. Risky with the north south division (10) 

41. Proteus, behave yourself! (3,2,5) 

43. . . . except 17 be by her, amid the stars! (6,2,3,5) 

46. Roofed mosaic? Sometimes! (5) 

47. Letting the side down rateably deficient? (8) 

48. Letter in hand, Proteus conveys false content to his father (12) 

The eye found wanting (9)58. Upstarts with bad habits found wanting and fix (9,4) 

60. Basic bookkeeping (7,6) 

62. Vespine action? The opposite! (7) 

64. Contrary to 41, they pass muster (9) 

66. Imprisoned among others (2,3,4) 

67. One of the traps to concern young men in hope of advancement (5-4) 

68. A bit of square bashing is what's needed! (5,2,4) 

69. Fruit of the desert (5) 

70. Causing every Catholic to quake at acts of Supremacy (7,4) 

71. Oxen bridged (6) 

72. At chess these days, it's decidedly risky! (4,4) 

 

 

 



Clues down: 

 

1.   28's pre-occupation for this instrument bent on presentation! (6,5) 

2.   As Sisyphus reminds us they are here for us to climb (9) 

3.   Unless I look on what follows 43, there is no sun (7) 

4.   Scarcely a challenge for Robert the Bruce! (13) 

6.   Whitby for one (5) 

7.   Gathered together here for preferment? (6,4) 

8.   Servants' exchange listing (5,2,5,4) 

9.   Yakety-yak surpassing Nelson's (6,6) 

10. Cause of advancement? (7) 

11. It's a challenge, like 2? (8,5) 

12. That old story about Tarquin! (4,1,4) 

13. German surrender (5) 

14. Panthino personified (2,4,2) 

17. Silvia's mark of affection even in vagabondage (9) 

23. The general attitude at court (8) 

25. Having them in fits! (8,3) 

27. The eye found wanting (9) 

30. Place of learning (3-4) 

31. Optimistic (6) 

33. Behind one's back like Tusitalla? (11) 

35. A printer's edge for want of a broadsheet (9) 

36. Entertainment out turned on its head! (3,2,1,4,6) 

37. God in us (6) 

38. To begin at the beginning (7) 

40. The Duke recognises his daughter's limitations! (5,3) 

42. In bright gold! Sit, Jessica, and marvel (4,9) 

44. Proteus's moment of betrayal, O! (8,5) 

45. These young things, no inhibitions! (6,6) 

49. Always on the watch above the crowsnest (5-4) 

50. A feast where anything goes! (11) 

51. As obvious as is humanly possible! (10) 

53. A clinging vine springs to mind (9) 

56. Description of the Mona Lisa smile? Hardly englacial! (9) 

57. Up, up and away! What a performance! (3,5) 

59. Desperate (7) 

61. Naughty step? (4,3) 

63. Flawless on the face of it, mesmerising, even! (5) 

65. Late delivery in Strasbourg (5) 


