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Al Overview of Shylock’s superb rendition by Al Pacino in Michael Radford’s
2004 film The Merchant Of Venice.

Al Pacino plays Shylock, the Jewish moneylender, as a sympathetic yet
vengeful figure, deeply impacted by Christian prejudice and personal betrayal,
especially after his daughter Jessica abandons him and steals his wealth. Pacino's
performance emphasizes Shylock's humanity and suffering as an outsider,
culminating in his tragic demand for a pound of Antonio's flesh, making him a
central, complex character in the story. The film captures the historical persecution
of Jews in Renaissance Venice, with Pacino delivering intense portrayals of
Shylock'’s anger and brokenness . . .
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... to that | would add humanity and a wicked sense of humour! when he is
taunted over his daughter’s betrayal by Solario and Salarino. ‘My own flesh and
blood to rebel! . . . I say, my daughter is my flesh and blood . , . If you prick us, do
we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die?
and if you wrong us, shall we not revenge? If a Jew wrong a Christian, what is his
humility? revenge. If a Christian wrong a Jew, what should his suffrance be by
Christian example? why, revenge. The villainy you teach me | will execute; and it
shall go hard, but I will better the instruction.’ Indicating he is not a violent man
but he is rational for all that and reminds Antonio that he is no better!

As for the rest, I agree with Schlegel. ‘The Merchant of Venice is one of
Shakespeare’s most perfect works. Then he spoils it with ‘Shylock is everything
but a common Jew — David Akenhead 2026 CEO Akenhead crosswords.

John Goodwin, RSC offers further enlightenment.

The Merchant of Venice has always been enormously popular, partly for its love
story, partly because it blends the universally absorbing themes of love and money,
but mainly because it contains a great theatrical protagonist, Shylock, the most
famous Jew in all literature.

Shakespeare had at least two contemporary sources for the character of
Shylock. One was Christopher Marlowe’s play The Jew of Malta, a success at the
time. The other was the notorious execution at Tyburn of Dr Roderigo Lopez, a
Jewish physician who had attended Queen Elizabeth. Lopez had fallen out with the



powerful Earl of Essex and, despite the Queen interceding for him, was condemned
to death on a fabricated charge. At his execution he cried. ‘I am a Christian and |
love the Queen.’ The crowd shouted, ‘Hang him — he is a Jew!” A vivid
demonstration of racial attitudes in Tudor England.

The story tells how men from all over the world travel to Belmont to woo
Portia. He who chooses out of three offered caskets — made of gold, silver and lead
— the one that holds her portrait may marry her. Among these suitors is Bassanio, a
Venetian who, impoverished by prodigality, raises the money to go to Belmont,
through his friend Antonio, the merchant of the play’s title. Antonio has himself
borrowed the money from Shylock, and guarantees the loan with a pound of his
own flesh. — a bond regarded as a joke. Bassanio falls in love with Portia and she
with him, chooses the right casket, and marries her.

Meanwhile in Venice, Antonio cannot meet his bond to Shylock because his
ships and treasure have been lost in a storm. Shylock claims the pound of
Antonio’s flesh. Bassanio leaves Belmont to rescue Antonio, and Portia follows
him to Venice disguised as a lawyer (with Nerissa dressed as her clerk). In the
courtroom she wins the case for Antonio, who is kinder towards Shylock, sparing
his life and ensuring his daughter’s happiness.

The play concludes on a note of lyrical romantic comedy, (the ring episode)
shared by the lovers, and Shylock’s daughter Jessica, who has left him and married
Bassanio’s friend. At the end, too, Antonio’s ships are reported saved. (Play ends in
forgiving mode).
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Above part of my legacy to Shakespeare, courtesy of my former wife, Celia Ruth
Staunton and her celebrated ancestor Howard Staunton (1810-1874), supreme
Shakespearean authority from his Globe Illustrated Shakespeare, and a former
English Chess Grand Master to boot! Enjoy my digital Jumbo crossword evolved
from two chess supremos: Howard Staunton and Edmund Akenhead former Times
crossword editor 1965-1983 via his mother, Myrtle Akenhead nee Nicholson Grant
MacGregor, former Ladies Chess Champion of Somerset who | had the audacity to
beat aged 10 with hitherto unconventional moves using the Queen’s pawn!
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